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forced to admit that he had * never seen anything wrong in the assemblies he was present at, and was not in a position to know what took place amongst the elect.' Probably Augustine little knew, when he began throwing stones, how fragile a house he had entered.
Towards the autumn of 3 8 8 peace was restored to the empire, and Augustine sailed for Africa. He and his friends intended to continue at Thagaste the community life they had enjoyed at Cassiciacum, but a point of some interest occurs in connection with a short stay they made in Carthage. They were detained by a friend named Innocentius. A year or two after this Augustine wrote his fine treatise On the True Religion, for the purpose of converting to Christianity his friend Romanianus, who tarried in an. eclectic theism. The argument of the work is, naturally, wholly philosophical. There is a wise appreciation of the work of reason in establishing the preliminary truths of faith, seeing that, Augustine says, miracles are no longer wrought in its interest. In the Retractations Augustine wishes us to believe that he meant to say that 'the same miracles' are not \ wrought in his day. No one who reads the De Vera Religione with an impartial at length wasustochium in which, after at 'slate, aiul even ilu-M-
